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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-300
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Hazouri and Dennis
Date of Introduction: April 25, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: April 25, 2017
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 57 – Taxation, Revenue and Utilization of Expenditures Commission – to modify the purposes, powers and duties of the commission. Currently, the commission may choose to review any financial topic within the consolidated government, without limitation, to include the following subject areas: long range financial soundness, budgetary process, new revenue sources, retirement benefit structure, recommendations for fair taxes, recommendations to keep the public informed about financial issues that affect the city, and other areas the commission may determine are appropriate and within their scope of duties. The bill would remove language on the commission’s power to choose a financial topic to research and replace it with annual research recommendations as determined by the Finance Committee. The commission will subsequently report their research findings twice a year to the Finance Committee. Language is amended to delete provisions which allowed the Mayor and/or Council to assign additional duties and allowed the commission to receive grants or donation to carry out its duties.
The composition of the commission is changed to reduce the total number of members from 18 to 11. 6 members shall be appointed by the Mayor, one from each Citizen Planning Advisory Committee district; the number of members appointed by the Council President is decreased from 6 to 5 and will be appointed from each At-Large District; the CPACs will no longer appoint members to the commission. In addition to modifying membership, language is added to alter the standard for a quorum from a majority of active membership to six members of the commission. Finally, a provision is added to sunset the commission on June 30, 2020, unless the City Council passes legislation to extend the commission.

Background Information: The impetus for this bill began with the appearance by the TRUE Commission before the Rules Committee in one of its special meetings to review boards and commissions, at which time potential changes in the membership and powers of the commission were proposed. There was an additional proposal to modify the commission’s purpose and duties in order to avoid duplicative effort and efficiently utilize staff/resources. Council Members Hazouri and Dennis subsequently met with TRUE Commission representatives and others to discuss the scope of the proposed changes to the commission.
Policy Impact Area: Taxation, Revenue and Utilization of Expenditures Commission operations
Fiscal Impact: Anticipated to be minimal
Analyst: Shoup
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